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The Last Ten Years of D.D. Palmer, "As I See It"
JOAQUIN VALDIVIA TOR, DC*
This article describes the last ten years of D.D. Palmer's life, mostly through
the writings of his son, B.J. Palmer, but also through the recollections of
other contemporaries who shared B.J.'s views. This will offer a different
perspective than the hagiographic accounts of D.D.'s last years. This unvarnished look may rankle devotees of D.D. It is my goal to show the readers
B.J.'s vision. "As I see it" refers to B.J.'s point of view. The article contains
several quotes to illustrate that viewpoint. The last years of most people's
lives are typically quiet. Such was not the case with D.D. Palmer. His last
years were full of turmoil and strife, tragedies, heartaches, loneliness, accomplishments, failures, domestic troubles... all in accordance with his
character of uninhibited thoughts, speech, and actions. These characteristics would not only have repercussions in his own life but would also influence his son B.J. and the future of the chiropractic profession, and not always for the good. Whatever D.D.'s ups and downs, the one thing that will
bring his name through history which no other man had ever done was to
found Chiropractic.

D.D.'s financial crisis (1901-1902)
D.D. Palmer became finan cially successful as a magnetic healer and then as a
chiropractor in Davenport during his
"golden decade" (1888-1898).I (p.69) By the
end of this period he was working and living on the entire top floor, comprising forty
-two rooms , of the Ryan Building, ultimately paying "$175 a month rent. His fee
for each treatment was $1 cash in hand
paid at the time ... His income would range
from $30 to $50 per day. ,,2(p.60) Gielow reported D.D.'s income ranging from $700 in
1887 to $9,276 in 1898,3(pp.58-59) mostly by
means of treatments, renting rooms in his
infirmary, and tuition from school students.
Palmer's business also benefitted the city
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of Davenport, bringing $5,000 to $25,000
per year into the local economy."
D.D. Palmer's business overhead became noteworthy too. D.D.'s rent at the
Ryan Building started increasing when Mr.
Putnam bought the building around September 1901.5 A rent that "commenced at
$15 a month, increased until it was $2,100
a year, ,,4 when more space was used. Although "the museum" and the fancy and expensive furniture at D.D.'s office served the
purpose of attract ing new patients and visitors "as far West as the Missouri and as far
East as Ohio,,,6 they also represented a high
economic cost. Different sources claimed
that D.D.'s museum included the best collection of mounted heads , antlers, and
horns in the USA valued at $5,000 7 ; one of
the most extensive collection of human
skeletons," later expanded by his son and
considered "the best collection of human
spines in existence'" ; and an extensive col-
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lection of rare books including medical and
orthopedic surgery books 10,II(p.157) which
grew to 15,000 volumes valued at $5,000
by 1906 12(p .19).
D.D.'s lifestyle also embraced extended
travel':' and out of the ordinary luxuries
like a coach driven by two imported ponies, named "Nip and Tuck.,,14 Finally,
D.D. assumed a high cost for his broad
marketing campaign: newspapers ads, selfpublished magazines and brochures such as
The Educator or The Sick Get Well by
Magnetism, business cards, and t'he longest
gold lettered sign in the city,,3(p.58) measuring 138 feet and containing 205 gold letters
which hung at the facade of the Ryan
building.
In January 1902, D.D. and wife Villa
traveled to Washington, D.C., to try to sell
his collection of antlers and animal heads. 15
By June 1902, D.D. had piled up a massive
financial debt; he was behind in rent for six
months at $175 per month, he had borrowed money from business associates and
patients,2(p.60) and now he was behind over
$8,000.4,16,17,18(p.16)
His son B.1. Palmer and Howard Nutting provide some answers as to why D.D.
ran into debt even though he had been financially successful all those past years.
According to B.1.: "Knowing full well what
he discovered, knowing its value to sick
mankind, made him domineering, boastful,
bragging. He became dominant in manner.
He talked, ate, dreamed, drank it to everybody all the time until he became a bore to
all with whom he talked, on the street, in
his offices, anywhere, anytime, to everybody. Altho he stepped UP professional
value, he stepped DOWN personal value to
those with whom he associated. Eventually
business dropped. Instead of taking transition from magnetic healing to Chiropractic
calmly and coolly, he became overbearing
in attitude, more particularly to those who
couldn't and wouldn't understand simplici-

ty of his new idea. He became cross and
irritable, condemning people. Gradually
business began to drop. He ran into debt. ,,2
(p.60)
According to his contemporary businessman, Nutting: "Dr. D.D. Palmer was in
this city for years practicing as a 'magnetic
healer' and by chance ... he stumbled onto
the basic principle of Chiropractic. When
he was busy attending to this theory, developing a new thought and fact day by day,
he was financially successful, but in a short
time he imagined he had found the philosopher's stone; he became independent and
sarcastic, feeling that he was the discoverer
of a new science which was the only
known cause of diseased conditions and
having so far developed it as to relieve pain
and distress (in some instances almost miraculously) he became contented and lax in
further development, and patients coming
having conditions with which he was unable to cope, and not being benefited, his
business gradually went down." 19(p.642)
Historian Rolf Peters also points out
that D.D.'s "business methods left something to be desired, therefore [he] alienated
patients. ,,20(p.143)

D.D. leaves Davenport suddenly (1902)
On 14 June 1902, D.D. and Mrs . Villa
Amanda Thomas Palmer left Davenport
with no intention to return since "he had
sold everything he could sell to a secondhand dealer" and "wired B.1. to return from
Manistique (where he was then practicing)
to follow him to California when he had
sold $200 worth of stuff. ,,2(pp.65-67)
Although escaping from his massive
debt could be the main reason for D.D.'s
departure, other theories have been proposed. One is that D.D. went to California
in search of a former student, Thomas Storey, who had mysteriously disappeared on
15 May 1902 from his home and practice
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in Duluth, Minn. Storey had apparently
been traced to California, and appeared to
be suffering from amnesia." Another theory, espoused by several authors 3(pp.96-97),22 ,23
held that O.O.'s fear of medical persecution
might have triggered the move since by
1902 practically all states, including Iowa,
had passed Medical Practice Acts requiring
that all healing arts practitioners be examined and licensed by a medical examining
board. By 1902, D.O. had been already
prosecuted by law at least four times due to
medical and other civil issues, sometimes
found guilty, others not,24-27 Lerner posited
a stor!8(p.261) based on the case "Reiring vs.
Palmer,,29 to explain O.O.'s abrupt departure. Reiring had sued Palmer, claiming
that he received nothing of value in exchange for his tuition. Lerner's theory was
clearly incorrect, however, as Reiring had
dropped his lawsuit on 15 January 1901. 3
(pp.96-97) Other opinions have been put forth:
Tumer30(p.27) and Gielow 3( pp.96-97) agreed
that D.O. moved to Portland, Ore. Oye l8
(p.! 5) opined that D.O. went to Oregon, then
Oklahoma and finally to California in
search for "more congenial climes, where
he could pursue his own methods in the
teaching of his discoveries." A 1903 newspaper ad 3! suggested that D.O. went to California "presumably for the benefit of his
failing health." Another newspaper ad 32
placed by RJ. announced that D.O. and his
wife went to Pasadena, Calif., to start a
branch of the "Chiropractic School and Infirmary."
Whatever induced D.O. to leave Davenport and abandon his home, clinic, business, profession, patients, and school
would have future repercussions. One wonders if D.O. was conscious about them .
Historian Rolf Peters comments on O.O.'s
move: "Thus the D.O. Palmer era-with
D.O. as the sole authority teaching chiropractic at his school-ended, when he decided to leave for California in 1902, ap-

parently not giving any reason. ,,20(p. 133) Historian Simon Senzon describes the move as
"one of the strangest and most apocryphal
incidents from early chiropractic history . ..
that would change the trajectory of Palmer's life and the development of chiropractic." (Senzon, S. (n.d.). The real D.O.
Palmer. In manuscript)

D.D. in California (1902-1903)
A publication dated 2 August 1902 locates D.O. at 327 N. Marengo, Pasadena,
Calif. 33 His house was decorated with signs
"claiming himself a doctor and advertising
to cure disease by removing the cause. ,,34
Some authors 35,36 suggested that D.O.
opened a school of short duration in Pasadena. During that time he also allegedly
located Thomas Storey and cured his mental issues with a single atlas adjustment."
D.O. was charged for practicing medicine without a license in Pasadena on 20
September 1902.34 The complaint was filed
by a Mrs . Haynes, whose husband, a consumptive in terminal phase, had died under
O.O.'s care. According to the patient's
wife, "After the doctor's first visit the patient seemed better; but after the second
there was a marked decline and soon the
patient was in bed and finally he died, September 18." The same newspaper article
stated that "she saw her husband upon the
floor with Palmer upon him thumping and
generally maltreating him.,,34
D.O. pleaded "Not Guilty," and the
case was continued to 4 October 1902, and
then dismissed on a technicality.22,37 That
same day, D.O. sent a telegram to B.J.:
"Chiro is not guilty of practicing medicine
or surgery.?"
O.O.'s decision to accept a terminal patient would later be repeated (the case of
Lucretia Lewis ) due to his reasoning that
"all disease results from trouble with the
spine and that the treatment was necessary
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to remove the cause.v" D.D. would confirm that way of thinking in 1910: "I emphatically affirm, as I did thirteen years
ago, that about 95 per cent of diseases are
caused by displaced vertebrae; the other
five per cent, including corns and bunions,
come from luxated joints other than those
of the backbone.,,39(p.l00) Forsters' comments on D.D.'s reasoning echo the earlier
observations of B.J. and Nutting 2(P .60), 19
(p.642): "...Palmer, however, fell into one serious error. He did as so many before him
have done. He became overzealous. He
claimed that all disease is due to subluxations of the vertebrae and that all diseases
could be eradicated by adjustment of the
vertebrae. Naturally, such views could not
be subscribed to by anyone with a liberal
training in the sciences underlying the art
of healing, and especially, one with a
knowledge of pathology. This preliminary
training Palmer lacked; and it goes without
saying that had he possessed such
knowledge, he would not have made the
claims which he did ...1140(p.7)

Figure 1. D.D. Palmer, Oakley Smith and students, including Minora Paxson, second from right,
in Santa Barbara, 1903

It appears that D.D. did not want to be
charged again and he moved to Santa Barbara by June-July 1903, to the Aiken
Block, the setting for his new school enterprise, the "Santa Barbara Chiropractic
School" where he issued chiropractic de-

grees to H.D. Reynard, Ira H. Lucas, Minora C. Paxson, A.B. Wightman, and M.A.
Collier. 41 At that time D.D. also discovered
that "the body is heated by nerves and not
by blood. ,,42,4340,41
In November 1903, D .D. was charged
again with "practicing medicine without a
license'?" based on a complaint from Dr.
Joseph A. Andrews, "one of the most
prominent physicians" in Santa Barbara.
D.D . pled not guilty and left California, out
of the range of the local authorities that put
forth "no effort to bring him back. 1t42

B.J. in charge of the family business
(1902)
June 1902 was not the only time that
D.D. had left the Davenport infirmary and
put B.J. in charge. It also happened in January 1902 when D.D . traveled to Washington, D.c. 15 D.D. also had spent at least the
last four months of 1899 in the East (New
York and possibly Washington, D.C.) and
at the time he had left an unpaid debt. 20
(pp.142-143)
Before graduating in a class of four
from his father's school on 6 January 1902
and taking into consideration his lifestyle;"
young B.J. was doing financially well practicing chiropractic in Manistique, Mich.
Newspaper statements confirm that: "B.J.
is making a financial success of his practice'!" and "While Bart is little more than a
boy, he has a man's head on his shoulders."47 Before D.D. left to California, B.J.
claimed to be "making more money than
father was in Davenport. We made a report
to him of our income. ,,2(p.67)
B.J .'s maturity and responsibility for
the profession is reflected by the fact that
being a minor he responded to his father's
instructions to return to Davenport but not
to obey his instructions to join him in California,2(pp.65-67) thus "his profession being
given preference to the rule of relation-
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ship,,19(p.631),20(p.170). The truth is that the
nineteen-year-old B.J. "assumed the remnants, took the scraps and debts. . . and reconstructed a business upon the ruins" left
behind by D.D ., who "scuttled the Chiropractic ship; gave it up as a profession; left
it in disgrace in Davenport."19(P.629) Joe
Schillig, a prominent Davenporter described the situation for which B.1. took
total responsibility: " ... D.D , goes east and
leaves B.1. to run the business. He went,
and what did he leave? Did he leave a luxurious business or even a footing ? He left
him a load of debt-a load under which the
average man would have staggered, but this
boy went right along, worked and kept going until the father came back. ,,48
B.1., "using different business methods,
given time, rebuilt the business, made it
pay, paid off all father's debts. ,,2(p.67) According to attorney Willard Carver, who
had once represented D.D., B.1. sought financial support from Carver's uncle, who
was a businessman: "In the emergency,
B.J. Palmer had no money and was left in a
serious dilemma. Willard Carver's uncle,
the 'Uncle Howard Nutting of Chiropractic,' had been closely acquainted with the
Palmers for years, and liked and took a
great interest in the boy Bart , as he called
him. He, therefore, came to B.1.'s rescue,
helped him to refurnish the place splendidly and put him on his feet... new furnishings were purchased, and B.J. continued to
conduct the office and sanitarium where his
father had transacted business. ,,49(pp,45-46)
Soon thereafter and thanks to B.1.'s past
income in Manistique, the help of Nutting,
some ads B.J. placed at the local newspaper, 50-57 and his own hard work, business
seemed to increase as confirmed by the
news that "584 successful treatments were
given in the month of September of 1902
by B.1."58 and by B.1.'s purchase of an automobile in the fall of that year. 59, 60
Historian Rolf Peters 20(p.14 5) comments that
after having paid D.D .'s debts, B.J. consid-

ered himself the owner of the school and
infirmary as can be seen in Stone's J902103
Davenport City Directory listing B.J.
Palmer as "propr Dr Palmer's Chiropractic
School & Infirmary, 4th fl. S. Putnam
Bldg."61
In November-December 1903, B.1.
published a booklet titled "Chiropractic
Proofs" and in December 1904 the first edition of The Chiropractor would be printed,
D.D. as the editor.
B.1. also appears to have renewed the
expiry of the Ryan Building lease on 1 January 1904 on a temporary basis 20(p. 154) until
the following January when he and his new
bride, Mabel, relocated the P.S.C. 20(p.1 65)
During 1903-04, B.1. found himself involved with legal issues for "practicing
medicine without a license" and for the
charge of publicly professing to cure and
heal (as advertised in the Davenport Tim es
and The Chiropractor) without having procured and filed a certificate of the Board of
Medical Examiners. 3(pp.l0 5-106),62 Records at
the Scott County Courthouse indicate the
trial was regularly delayed and no further
actions were taken .3(pp.l05-106), 63 That charge
didn't affect B.J.'s practice.
Interestingly, referring to this period,
Nutting credited B.1. as the developer of
the theory of Chiropractic: "Taking up the
load the father and himself could not both
carry, he shouldered it alone and through
hours and days, long and sleepless nights
he pressed bravely on, steadily developing
the theory of Chiropractic." 19(pp.642-643)

D.D. returns to Davenport and the
P.S.c. (1903)
After the Santa Barbara experience and
around December 1903, D.D. returned to
Davenport for a "several weeks' stay,,64 and
soon after he departed to Chicago intending
to start a new school with Oakley Smith
and Minora Paxson. D.D. returned to Davenport by 30 April 1904, as he was one of
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the witnesses at BJ, Palmer's wedding to
Mabel Heath,
On D.D.'s return to Davenport, BJ.
displayed "filial loyalty,,20(p.170) and established a partnership with his father
"contrary to the advice of his best
friends. ,,48,52 8.1.'s generosity permitted his
father to re-acquire a half interest in the
facility after his abandonment plus D.D.
rejoined as an uneven partner since "he required top billing as president, while BJ .
became secretary"2(p.67), 19(pp.629-630) even

can ask how the Founder felt after seeing
the successful business of his "lad, " Years
before, D.D. decided to keep Chiropractic a
family secret (as did the bone-setters
Sweet, Reese and others) and teach at higher fees. But BJ. did the opposite: BJ.'s
concept was that chiropractic health care
was needed by the population at large, and
that no one man could serve them, but that
thousands of chiropractors would be needed and who could be trained only in a
school setting with a reasonable tuition.f"
As late as 1905, D.D. still resisted demonstrating chiropractic publicly. When asked
in court to explain chiropractic he replied,
"Now you are seeking to learn something
from a 60-cent witness for which my students pay $500.,,28(pp.524-528), 69

though "D.D. had returned penniless, in
debt and goods mortgaged and BJ. had
paid his debts and cleaned the mortgage." 19
(p.629)
8.J. seemed to be honored to once
again partner with his father according to a
special announcement42(pp.503-504): "I am
pleased to inform... that we now have the
pleasure of his permanent presence in the
same offices in which he discovered the
new adjustment cure which he was pleased
to call Chiropractic... He is not only president of this school but also the discoverer
and developer of the Chiropractic Science
that he has unfathomed far beyond his expectations... Within him were combined the
rare qualities of genius and hard work... Dr.
D.D. Palmer has personal charge of the
classes in Anomalies, Chiropractic Orthopedy and Principles of Chiropractic... "
D.D. was given a golden opportunity by
his son but "he ruined everything and left
us high and dry with a defunct business'f
(p.67) and was expelled from the P.S.C.
A possible cause of the clash between
father and son at that time could have been
D.D.'s vision for the teaching institution led
by his son. D .D. was accepted into a renewed and successful P.S.C., as compared
to what he had left: the number of students
was growing, fees were reduced and education re-structured. Moreover, in May 1905
the Palmer School was relocated and expanded at 828 Brady Street,20(p.170),65-67 One

B.J. further commented about this issue: "This has been one of the open sores
which has created me many enemies. It
made my father a dying enemy of mine. It
split our own family open. It has created
many conservative gulfs between myself
and many graduates of ours and other
schools who believe as did my father.,,68
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Figure 2. 1905 March 11, Chiropractors at civil
war, Minneap olis Journal, p. 6

After his expulsion from the school,
D.D.'s mood likely worsened due to a series of events in 1905. The first was D.D .'s
struggle to convince Minnesota Governor
John A. Johnson to veto the Minnesota chiropractic bill to avoid giving to "five men a
monopoly on the Profession and a Czar's
despotic power't" He again took on a ter-
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minal case (Lucretia Lewis) and attracted
considerable public interest when again
charged with unauthorized practice. His
arguments in court were less about his own
defense than railing against the medical
profession. 71-73 D .D. was indicted again by
"the last grand jury with practicing in violation of the rules and regulations of the
state board of health" in Davenport.74,75 Also during this year, D.D. suffered his first
defeat in court trying to defend the profession and chiropractors G.W. Johnson and
EJ. Whipple for practicing medicine and
osteopathy without a license in La Crosse,
Wisc. 76 Finally, D.D.'s wife, Alvilla Palmer , died suddenly due to an overdose of
morphine. She was taking the drug for pain
relief although suicide was suspected ."
The following year started off on a better
note when on 11 January 1906. D.D. married his first love 2(p.68) and fifth wife Mary
(Molly) Hudler. The day after, BJ. and
Mabel celebrated the birth of their only
son, Daniel David Palmer II.

D.D. Palmer goes to jail (1906)
The trial against D.D. Palmer for
"practicing medicine without a certificate,,73 took place in March 1906 . The
prosecution was based partly on the fact
that certain publications from the Palmers
(such as The Chiropractor) professed that
Dr. D.D. Palmer cured diseases, in violation of the law .
On 27 March 1906, the jury returned a
guilty verdict. The penalty was a fine of
$350 to be paid in cash plus court costs of
$39.50 or a lOS-day jail sentence. At that
point, D.D. Palmer refused to pay the fine
and decided to go to jail on principle78,79
although he was reported to be "quite
wealthy. ,,80
The newspapers raised public attention
to the matter and brought up chiropractic
and D.D. with statements such as : "The

advancement of all sciences... have been
attended
with
persecution .. .,,,8 1
"persecution sweetens the work of martyrs" (as in the cases of Jesus, John Brown,
osteopathy, Joseph Smith the Mormon ...)67
Although D.D. initially seemed to have the
correct attitude to be in jail with no regrets'" and used the time to be productive
in writing chiropractic articles, according
to B.J. , "he determined to come out at all
costs" when his wife Molly "told him a big
story of how we (BJ. and Mabel) were
looking after our own comfort... not treating him fair"83 referring to a domestic issue
in which supposedly Molly had made a
mountain out of a molehill which inflamed
D.D . After 23 days in jail, D.D's wife inquired as to his release and the fine was
paid "from partnership money,,19(P.630) and
D .D. was released."
Molly's manipulative move over D.D.
had an important repercussion in his reputation. According to B.J.: "Well what could
you expect of a woman who has been a domestic in a kitchen all her life and then to
place her in such a position and mated with
such an intellectual man , they were not mate to fit each other mentally. He placed all
confidence in his new wife and lost out . . .
His inheritance of prestige and reputation
he killed when he paid his fine. All the
boys in the field and at the school . ..
acknowledge him as the discoverer and developer of Chiropractic but beyond that he
is a dead head .. . While father was in jail
we all did all we could to have him stay for
the principle ...Every time we would talk
to her she would say yes that is the thing to
do when by herself she would goad father
to coming out. The boys caught on. They
despised it."83
S. Cooley's testimony confirmed D.D.'s
weakness: "Dr. D.D . Palmer, being an old
man , was largely influenced and dominated
by his wife, Mrs. Mary Palmer. ,,85
After D.D. bought his way out of jail,
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B.J. accepted him again into the school
against the wise advice of Joe Schillig, who
had known D.D. for about 40 years: "B. 1.
Palmer, on no account go into business
with your father if you want to make a success." But "B.J. stayed by his father and
took a good deal more than many of us
would.,,19(p.638) "In the fullness of his love
and the admiration for his father, he took
him in and said to him, 'Yes, father , you
were the discoverer of the science; it is
your place to be at the head of this institution.",1 9(p.643)

collection, 1/2 interest in other furnishings
(from bedroom, office ... ) and $850 (half of
cash on hand) . By 1 May 1906, D.D. Palmer cashed B.J.'s check of $2,196.79, signed
by Frank W. Elliot, Notary Public in and
for Scott County, Iowa. He and his wife
signed the receipt and also received $400
paid in cash.!" That same day D.D. and his
wife left Davenport'" with the intention of
going to the Pacific Coast again." but they
wouldn't reach the West until a few years
later.

D.D. returned to the P.S.C. and "he assumed his former position, partnership and
ownership and lectured to his classes as
usual, although this arrangement was not
for long .,,19(P.630)
Unfortunately, the same old situation
would repeat later: "Again he ruined everything .. . This happened three times. Fourth
time, we had enough and refused to take
him in.,,2(p.67)

The plot begins

It seems that D.D.'s character and life
took a shift after his jail time. "During his
incarceration he soured on law, courts,
public officials and even dearest and closest friends. He thought them in league
against him. In time, this same attitude
spread to his business partner, the institution and its students. Instead of getting
lighter, as time went on, it grew worse.
Knowing well that a business could not be
continued successfully under such a guise,
we agreed to disagree and dissolve the
business, either D. D. Palmer buys us or we
buy him. We attempted to agree between
ourselves. This was an impossibility."!"
(p.630)
Since father and son couldn't solve their
problems they both agreed to abide a committee led by Joe Schillig and R. H. St.
Onge," the two of them considered
"disinterested and best business men of
Davenport,,19(pp.641,643). D.D. offered to sell
his part of the business, part of the bone

Although Mr. St. Onge declared that
D.D. Palmer "was perfectly satisfied when
he left Davenport"19(p.639) in 1906, in reality
D.D. left with a bad taste in his mouth. He
had lost many things and considered himself the victim of his son. From the time
D.D. left Davenport he fabricated a plot
against B.J. which spread over the country
and fanned the misrepresentation for years
in letters, magazines, books and lectures."
Dr. Willard Carver and The Universal Chiropractic College (U.C.C.) would use this
ammunition later against B.J.'s integrity
causing a split in the profession and discrediting B.J.: "The P.S.C. and B.J . on one
side and D.D. and several institutions,
teaching Chiropractic, on the other,,19(P.647)
became the condition of the profession.
Years later, "that rumor continued to be
nursed, nurtured, fostered and fed by our
friends, enemies and contemporaries
alike. ,,1 9(p.637)
B.J. took the high road for many years,
refraining from publishing incriminating
documents so as to "not hurt D. D. Palmer
as the discoverer of Chiropractic."19(pp.687688) But the time came when B.J. "was compelled to defend himself,1 9(p.687) of the
charges made against him by Dr. Carver
through his book" and the U.C.c. through
a circular letter entitled "A Bit of Chiro-
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practic History 1913.,,19(Pp.645-647) The whole
matter was judged in the County of Scott
[Iowa] court and BJ. won the cases No.
13249 (BJ. Palmer vs Willard Carver) and
No . 13250 (Palmer School of Chiropractic
Case against Willard Carver)." Willard
Carver and the U.C.C. had to publicly retract and pay the costs of the hearing. 19 B.1.
recalled that Carver's uncle, Howard Nutting , felt embarrassed by his nephew's publication.19(pp.640-64I )
The accusations began at the time D.D.
went to jail and accused his son of sidetracking ("in some way not known"19(p.628))
the trial between the two Palmers, resulting
in only D.D. going to jail, although both
were under indictment in Scott County for
practicing medicine without a license.
B.J. ' s purpose was alleged to be "to get his
father behind bars that he might systematically rob him of all interests professionally,
scientifically, financially, etc.,,19(p.629) That
same accusation appeared in D.D.'s 1910
book: "Little did I then think that B. 1.
Palmer, my only son would prove to be the
sneak thief who would try to appropriate
the credit of originality and would desire to
rob his father of the honor justly due him.
Little did I think then, that my only son
would play the Judas, put me in prison, rob
me financially and of credit justly due me."
42(p.629)
The reason D.D. went to jail but not his
son is not well known. B.J. commented that
"the reason being best known by local merchants,,1 9(p.630) could indicate that the merchants were interested in keeping BJ. out
of jail since he brought much business to
Davenport through chiropractic. Another
possibility is that D.D. already had a past
history of court cases plus the fact that he
was a "rabid disbeliever in medicine and
medical practices"2(P.65) and had been involved in public discussions opposing
M.D.'s 88,89 (e.g., Heinrich Matthey, M.D.)
and their "procedures" (such as vaccina-

tion 90,91 or vivisection'"), It is known that
D.D. "was very 'raw' and uncivil to any and
all members of the medical profession.t''"
He had been in the sights of the medical
establishment for a long time.
Another accusation by D.D. against
BJ. was that "while D.D. Palmer was in
jail, B.J. Palmer did transfer all moneys,
interests, etc., into Mrs. BJ. Palmer's name
for the purpose of preventing D.D . Palmer
getting any." 19(p.629) That was not the case .
BJ. had contacted Willard Carver for assessment of their interests and Willard advised the Palmers "to put the business out
of their name and to transfer all of their
property to some disinterested individual
(Mabel) as trustee.,,1 9(p.626) M.P . Brown,
M.D., was installed as ostensible manager
of the whole Palmer concern, including the
magazine. The committee's statement had
relieved B. J. from that accusation. 19(P .629)
D.D. also accused B.J. of robbery claiming
that his son never gave him the $2,196.79
for his P.S.c. interest but it is documented
that D.D. cashed the check, as stated
above. 19(pp.634-645)
B.J. was also accused of not letting
D.D. inside the school. As we've seen before, after D.D. left jail, B.1. opened his
heart to D.D. and into the P.S.c. B.J. commented: "He then accused me of robbing
him while in jail which accusation was taken into the classroom, upon which he lectured, day after day, to our students until
they became disgusted; arguing, that "he
had lost his reason from brooding over it."
When it began to injure our business I saw
it was time to settle our partnership, for I
could not convince him contrary to his
opinion.,,19(p.686)
Other accusations included B.J. trying
to split the relationship between D.D . and
Molly and that B.J. ran the P.S.C. under his
name and exclusive management. 19(p.629)
B.J.'s detractors opined that the whole issue became "a high moral crime for which
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B.J. should pay the moral penalty to the
Chiropractic profession, pay D. D. Palmer
what he robbed him of and make a full confession".19(p.629)
The details and proofs of those accusations and defense were published by B.J. in
a booklet called "With Malice Aforethought," which was included later in the
classic The Bigness of the Fellow Within.

Medford, Oklahoma (1906-1907)
After leaving Davenport, D.D. Palmer
wrote a letter'" from Kansas City, dated 28
May 1906, to John Howard in Davenport
complaining about BJ. robbing him and
letting Howard know his next move: to visit D.D.'s brother T.J. in Medford, Okla.,
whom he hadn't seen in 22 years.
D.D. arrived in Medford by early
June'" and told T.J. the same story about
BJ.'s betrayal and theft. TJ., "seeing the
strained condition of D.D.'s mind, verging
on insanity from the imprisonment and dastardly treatment of his son, persuaded him
to put in a grocery, which he knew he
could sell at any time, to draw his mind
from his grief and worry caused by acts his
damnable son had induced.,,19(p.703),92 Following his brother's advice, D.D. soon
"purchased a small grocery store, which he
conducted until the spring of 1907.'''9(p.627)
According to S. Cooley, "The store prospered, but the Palmer ownership was brief.
The proprietor was concerned with something more important to him than making
money in the mercantile business ... Even
while he operated the store, his home was a
veritable clinic and school of Chiropractic.,,95
There are other interesting events and
personalities to consider during the 19061907 period. Willard Carver graduated
from the "Charles Ray Parker School of
Chiropractic" in June 1906. He and L.L.
Denny, another Parker graduate, opened

the Carver-Denny Chiropractic College and
Infirmary in Oklahoma City, in October
1906. In 1909 Carver bought it and renamed it Carver Chiropractic College of
Oklahoma City.96,97 In 1907, Carver visited
D.D. in Oklahoma City where he would
listen to D.D.'s story and later publish it as
Chapter 8 of his book. 19(p.626)
John F. Alan Howard graduated from
the P.S.C. in August 1906 and by late 1906
or early 1907 had established The National
School of Chiropractic and Institute of Adjustment at the Putnam Building, formerly
the Ryan Building. By late 1907, he relocated his school in Chicago, 111.84 A letter"
from D.D. to Howard dated 17 December
1906 shows his approval on Howard's
methods. At this point D.D. didn't know
Howard was a "mixer," thus Howard's using a quote from the letter for the advertisement of his school": ".. .In practice, and as
a teacher I consider you more and better
qualified than B. J, and I think that I know
you both. I AM PLEASED TO HEAR
THAT YOU ARE NOT MIXING,,98 was a
betrayal. Only later did D.D. realize that
the Howard's system mixed in other treatments with chiropractic."
During this period, the P.S.C. continued advancing the profession with the publication of The Science of Chiropractic in
October 1906 (without D.D.'s approval although most of the content was his). D.D.
commented, "I did not sanction its publication, as I then said, I did not know enough
of Chiropractic to write such a book on the
science, philosophy and art of Chiropractic
as the subject demanded. ,,39(p.498) Student
enrollment increased; by 1906, there were
64 pupils. The U.C.A. became active to
protect chiropractors at a fee of $500 per
year from going to jail for practicing medicine, surgery, obstetrics, or osteopathy. The
war with "mixers" splitting the profession
grew, the "pseudo" practitioners on one
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side and the "Specific, Pure and Unadulterated Chiropractors" on the other.
The successful defense in the Morikubo
case I 00 of 1907, in which chiropractic was
shown to be separate and distinct from osteopathy would set the stage for successful
defense of chiropractors accused of unlicensed practice all over the U.S. There
was, in addition, rapid growth of other chiropractic schools around the U.S., all rivals
to the P.S .C. and BJ. 96

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (1907-1908)
In late 1907 D.D. Palmer sold his 'grocery and borrowed $300 from his brother
TJ. to go to Oklahoma City to continue his
chiropractic career.87

tablished, for about 3 months, the PalmerGregory College of Chiropractic in association with Alva A. Gregory, M.D. , D.C., a
graduate of the Carver school and formerly
from the University of Texas medical
school at Galveston. 101 At his departure,
D.D. criticized the continuing use of his
name in advertising the Palmer-Gregory
Chiropractic College, and "the teaching of
medical ideas which were not ChiropractiC.,,102(p.62) The school lasted at least until
1913. Sterling Cooley was one of the first
graduates of the Palmer-Gregory College.
D.D. carried on two more minor school
business enterprises in Oklahoma City for a
short period of time. In the spring of 1908
he formed the Fountain Head School at 513
West Grand ,3(p.119)., its name was in response to BJ.'s use of the term "Fountain
Head of Chiropractic" for the P.S.C. and a
source of irritation and ridicule which D.D.
nicknamed "pseudo fountain head .,,39(pp.640641),103(p.84) Similarly, while BJ. envisioned
himself as the "developer" of chiropractic,
D.D. sarcastically referred to him as the
"enveloper. ,,39(p.700)
D.D.'s second attempt to establish a
college in the Northwest was known as the
Gorby-Hinkley Schoo1. 3(P.11 9) D.D. claimed
to have been president of that institution,"
possibly between March and September
1908 . 104

Portland, Oregon (1909-1910)

In late October 1908, D.D. and Molly

Figure 3. Alva Gregory, M.D, D.C., and D.D.
Palmer, 1907

D.D. declined at the last minute an offer from Willard Carver to join the faculty
at the Carver Chiropractic College and es-

arrived in Portland, Ore., where he
"commenced a most important phase in his
chiropractic career.,,102 As soon as 9 November 1908, D.D. (as president) and
Leroy M. Gordon, D.C., a P.S.C. graduate,
launched the "D.D . Palmer College of Chiropractic.,,'02(p.3l) According to the website
of Westem States University, "most historians agree that John LaValley, D.C., most
likely provided the $1 ,800 seed-money that
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brought D.D. to Portland and founded the
D.D. Palmer College of Chiropractic." 10
It has been suggested that D.D .'s interest in establishing a Portland school was in
reaction to a lecture series in the city given
by BJ. and Mabel Palmer in July 1908 at
the request of a number of Portland area
chiropractors (several of whom were graduates of the P.S.C.)104 and that BJ. was
looking at Portland in which to locate a
school of his own . 105(p.ll )

Figure 4. D.O. Palmer, students and faculty of
the Portland school [ca. 1908]

The course at the new college was
planned as a 2-year course (of 9 months
each; $250/year) and the curriculum included "minor surgery, obstetrics, forensic
jurisprudence and a full course of dissection.,,102(p.58) D.D. explained his point: "Any
Chiropractor may be called to testify in
courts of judicature. When so called they
ought to know somewhat of those subjects
which are liable to be connected with court
cases... A Chiropractor should be able to
care for any condition which may arise in
the families under his care, the same as a
physician; this we intend to make possible
.
39(pp.789-790)
In a two year's course."
It appears that by March 1909, the two
year course had already been shortened to
one. By December 1909, Palmer announced the graduation of this first class. 105

(p.3) The pupils (many who already had the
D.C. degree) felt great satisfaction to
"obtain a diploma [inscribed] with the
name of the discoverer, developer and
founder.,d05(p.33).106(p.23)
D.D.'s role as head of his final school,
the D.D. Palmer College of Chiropractic,
although initially satisfying, apparently
turned sour sometime in 1910 and he left.
The exact reason and date of his departure
from Portland is not known , although there
are some theories. D.D.'s writings suggest
dissatisfaction with his pupils. 107 Anna
Powell, D.C. , described a second school
year student walk -out (sometime after the
December 1909 graduation) after D.D.
"openly attacked B.J. in class and made
some unfortunate remark about his first
[second] wife, BJ.'s mother...'tl04 Some
sort of minor scandal apparently also occurred that insinuated D.D. had cheated Dr.
Gordon out of $500 although Gordon later
published that "to my knowledge, [he] has
,,105(p.47)
never c heate d me out 0 f one cen t .
The final theory is that D.D. and John LaValley had a parting of the ways. According to LaValley, D.D. adopted many of the
theories of other chiropractors and published them as his own without giving
credit to the sources. LaValley had preferred to wait to share his thoughts and theories with D.D. until D.D. had finished
writing and a rift between the two occurred. D.D. asked LaValley to quit the
college and leave him running it. In response, LaValley asked D.D. to return the
$1,800 he had advanced to start the school.
LaValley received no refund so he claimed
title to the college. 103 With Palmer's departure from Oregon in 1910, the D.D. Palmer
College ceased to operate as such and, arguably, became an ancestor of today's University of Western States. 108
The Portland years were very productive for D.D . in terms of publication of the
first versions of his final chiropractic theo-
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ries. D.D. revised the notion that foraminal
occlusion compresses spinal roots and advised the use of the term "impinge" instead
of "pinch" since "nerves are not 'pinched in
foramina,' but, instead, are impinged by
pressure of displaced bones," t07(p.IO) a notion with which B.J. agreed thirty years later. His vibrational theory of nerve conduction started to take shape'!" as well as a solidification and elaboration of his ideas
about Innate Intelligcncc.l'" D.D. aban doned his earlier perceptions of man as machine I7(p. l) in favor of a more vitalistic conception, and by 1910 normal function was
defined as tone, and health as a function of
the nerves. I to In October 1908, D.D. started
publishing the monthly magazine The Chiropract or Adjuster, a 60 plus pages per
issue periodical mostly describing his social life, travels, and local professional
events; but also correcting the errors D.D.
found in the writings of other chiropractors.
The last issue was published in February
1910.
In December 1910, D.D. published and
sold his masterpiece, The Chiropractor's
Adjuster: The Science, Art and Philosophy
of Chiropract ic. In contained about 1000
pages with material from his journal, The
Chiropractor Adjuster, various letters and
correspondence between health professionals and other chiropractors, as well as discussion of many topics D.D. thought relevant to chiropractic.l'" Since D.D. Palmer
"was at odds with all the other major
schools' leaders" and in his book he is
"disparaging" or "adjusting" nearly everyone in the profession'v'" it is no wonder the
book didn't sell well. To his surprise, "It is
STRANGE TO ME WHY EVERY CHIROPRACTOR DOES NOT WANT A
COPY OF MY BOOK."IIO

"Jealousy" drives D.D. back to Davenport

After Portland, D.D. returned for a
brief time to Davenport in 1911 111(p.29) seeking a job with B.J. in the management and
instruction of the P.S.C. Once again, to the
disappointment of both, the conflict of personalities prevented this, so D.D. associated with Drs . Otto and Moyer at the Universal Chiropractic College; but that didn't
work out either and D.D. left Davenport. 18
(p.21)
By 4 May 1911, D.D. was back in Santa Barbara, Calif. On that day he wrote a
letter to P.W. Johnson with his plan!" "to
tum chiropractic into a religion as a means"
of legitimizing the practice of chiropractic
under the religious exemptions of various
states' medical practice acts "thereby protecting practitioners from going to jail" as
legal defense in contrast to the legal strategy of B.J. and the Universal Chiropractors
Association . Those ideas, already mentioned in his 1910 book, plus D.D. 's lectures during those last years would form
part of D.D. 's final book which was copyrighted by Mary Palmer, D.D.'s widow ,
three months after his death. I 12
Shortly after his Santa Barbara sojourn,
D .D. moved to Los Angeles and taught at
the Ratledge System of Chiropractic
Schools which was located a short distance
away from his residence. Dr. Ratledge
opened his school in 1911 and persuaded
D.D . to teach there in 1912 until the following winter. Ratledge commented: "I
was sorry to lose him because of my high
regard for the scientific merit of his teaching and because of his being the discoverer
of chiropractic. He grieved over the termination with the P.S.C ., at Davenport, and I
believed that he was planning (or perhaps
dreaming would better express it) to open
another school of his own." 113(pp. 95-96)
On 17 May 1913, D.D. and Molly
planned another trip .114(p.20) According to S.
Cooley" the trip was established with an
object in mind: jealousy. Cooley, intimate-
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ly acquainted with the Palmers, gave testimony of his meeting with D.D. and his
wife in Medford, Okla., 1 June 1913, where
he observed D.D. "manifesting a considerable jealously and unfriendliness to his son
without any reason, looking somewhat
'childish', because of his advanced age." He
also observed D.D. was "largely influenced
and dominated by his wife, Mrs. Mary
Palmer who expressed great hatred and detestation for Dr. B.J. Palmer and who urged
D.D. to ruin the P.S.C. by going about the
country and selling a book which he had
written along with a set of lectures, and issuing diplomas to purchasers thereof designating them as graduates. Thus Mary fomented and incited the anger and hatred of
D.D. against B.J. to prevent any reconciliation between both of them. ,,85
Implementation of the plan began in
Oklahoma City where D.D. gave a series of
lectures over a period of two weeks at the
Carver Chiropractic College. Dr. Carver
reported that D.D. approached two prospective students of his school and offered
them a set of twenty written lectures and a
diploma for $50. 19(p.689) Dr. Carver confronted D.D. and ended his teaching at the
Carver school. D.D. soon left Oklahoma
and headed to Davenport.
Knowing that D.D. arrived in Davenport, Dr. Frank Elliot and Mr. Con Murphy, a prominent Davenport attorney and
an old friend of the Palmers, visited D.D. to
see if he would reconcile with B.J. D.D.
agreed to be B.J.'s houseguest in Davenport. He promised to be good and not start
any arguments and Murphy assured D.D.
that B.J. would be a kind and courteous
host. It was during that visit with B.J. that
the only picture ofD.D., B.J., and David D.
Palmer was taken. 2(p.50)
B.J.'s good intent is seen, as "he knew
of the coming of his father, knew of his
cruel design in coming, and then, upon the
father's arrival B.J. and Mrs. B.J. Palmer

entertained D.D. and Mrs. D.D. Palmer as
guests in their home, [and] invited D.D.
Palmer to address the P.S.C. student
body." 19(p.647)

Figure 5. Mabel Palmer, left and three generations of Palmer men

During that time, D.D. lectured at the
P.S.C., disrespecting his son in public and
again worsening their relationship. 115 D.D.
also lectured at the U.C.C. and at the Davenport Chiropractic College (D.C.C.) and
the same occurred: "He began berating myself (B.J.'s), our school, etc., to such a riotous extent that many left the hall disgusted ... Finally, he was refused further use of
the hall because he did not talk Chiropractic, just personal abuse against not only
The P.S.C. but The U.C.C. and D.C.C. as
well.,,19(p.690) At th e U .C.C., D .D. h ad put
on a 25 lecture, 25-day course for $220,
issuing diplomas. 19

The "accident" at the 1913 Lyceum
Another deplorable chapter of the last
few years of D.D.'s life occurred in Davenport, at the P.S.C. homecoming on 27 August 1913. During the parade, D.D.'s intention was to walk at the head of the parade,
ahead of the flags, but he was asked to forget about it. His answer was, "Damn the
faculty, I'm going to lead this parade." 114
He insisted until B.J.'s car came close to
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him and BJ. asked him to get on the sidewalk and stay there. D.D. later said B.J.
threatened him , yelling, "Get off the street,
God damn you , or I'll run right over you"!"
(p.743) Then, D.D. got out of the parade and
went to the V .C.C. to tell them he had been
run over and injured by B.J. However, a bit
later he was three blocks away and into the
parade again.
A few days after D.D.'s October 1913
death, the V.C.C . and others started to collect money to prosecute B.J. for injuring
his father, contending the statements made
by D.D. were correct and that the sustained
injury caused his death several months later. B.J. was accused three times of premeditated, intentional and malicious patricide'?
(pp.619-620) with the intention of putting B.J.
Palmer languishing behind bars for the rest
of his days for murdering his father. 19(p.734)
On 26 March 1914, an attempt was
made by Drs. C.E. and G.L. Moyer
(owners of the UC.C.), Dr. George M. Otto (business manager of the UC.C.) and
their attorney Colonel Sol Long (who was
also the attorney of the International Chiropractors Association) to have BJ. indicted
by a Scott County (Iowa) grand jury on a
charge of murder in the first degree, or
murder in the second degree or manslaughter. The persecution/prosecution was based
on letters and affidavits by individuals
(among them TJ. Palmer), who supposedly
saw the accident or heard somebody else
who was there and saw what happened, i.e.,
hearsay evidence. Only one person testified
to having seen the accident and that testimony was not corroborated by other witnesses. The grand jury brought in a "No
Bill." 116
Dissatisfied that the Grand Jury had
thrown out their criminal case. Long and
Moyer started a civil suit for damages on
behalf of D.D's widow. On 20 July 1914,
Dr. Joy M. Loban filed a damages claim
amounting to $50,000. In November 1914
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the jury came to a right conclusion in finding no liability. Rather, the jurors "returned
a scathing report against the instigators,
threatening to conduct an investigation
against them and hinting at personal prejudice as the motive for the action." 117
The evidence showed that D.D. was not
shuck by an automobile or injured by B.J.
during the chiropractic parade of 27 August
1913 116 and that prosecuting affidavits
stated,
were
perjured. 19(pp.61 9-620) B.J.
"Presumably, about $15,000 of good Chiropractic money was wasted on both sides
to prosecute and defend this unpleasant episode in the life of B.J., to protect Chiropractic in its purity for posterity. .. The
episode has long been forgotten, but it
raged bitterly while it lasted for more than
three years." 19(p.621 )..
D.O. 's state of mind
Some events and testimonials during
the last years of D.D's life confirm that his
state of mind did not appear to be rational
at all; for example, the "parade accident"
claim.
It seems that D.D. fabricated the idea
that his son ran over him because he "was
afraid of losing his life by the reckless
manner in which automobiles were now
being driven upon our streets" especially
after he was struck by a car in Los Angeles
before going to Davenport. 19(p .704) He
thought "every time I go into the city the
autos are hunting me and some day they
may run me down.,,19(p.703)
B.J . stated, "D.D. Palmer's mind was
quite unsound most particularly on that one
subject of being hit with automobiles; that
such was his state of mind long before arriving in Davenport, that having such upon
his mind it would have been easy for him
to imagine a thing that in reality never occurred."19(p.701)
D .D. was also obsessed with the idea of
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B.J. harming him as seen in a conversation
with Dr. Krudop, in which D.D. thought
B.J. wanted to poison him to get rid of
him. 19(p.655)
D.D.'s obsession with B.J. is observed
in other testimonials: Frank Elliot, Mabel's
cousin and D.D.'s neighbor in L.A., reported on daily conversations with D.D. about
B.l. and the P.S.c. on May 1911: "He had
observed D.D. becoming wild and highly
excited and making false statements which
made him look irrational.,,2(p.50) On 27 October 1913, T.J. Palmer wrote a letter to C.
Sterling Cooley, saying, "... from his
wife's letter he was evidently on the verge
of insanity over grief from the mistreatment of the ingrate.,,19(p.703) Mary H. Rowland, M.D., a licensed physician who had
examined, diagnosed and treated many insane patients, and was a neighbor of D.D.
in L.A., "watched, talked to and studied the
late D.D. Palmer very carefully; that I can
say, in my opinion, he was not sane, appearing at times off and on during his entire stay here, very irrational.,,19(p.731) Mrs.
Nellie R. DeVere, daughter of Mary H.
Rowland, M.D., a resident of Davenport
for twenty-five years, stated, "I have observed the same mental aberrations from
the first week D.D. Palmer moved into our
neighborhood; that, in my judgment, he
was not necessarily violent or insane sufficient to be committed to any institution, yet
at times he was uncontrollable even to such
statements being made to me by the widow
Mrs. D.D. Palmer.,,19(p731,2)
D.D.'s 'verge of insanity' over B.J. was
further stoked by his family. His wife's influence has been documented before" and
others relatives' comments will serve as
example to the ill will toward B.J: A letter
from Aunt Jennie (D.D. 's sister) to B.l.,
stated, "Oh, Bart, how could you try to kill
your poor old father? At last you killed him
with your auto, which was the cause of his
death . .. Murder! lust think of it! Oh , I feel

so sad to think I am obliged to write such
to you, Bart. Yes, he now is out of your
way; you have killed him at last. Putting
him in prison nearly sent him crazy; to
think a son would be the cause of that. If it
wasn't your fault, Bart, why didn't you go
and get him out, like a son ought to? Instead, his wife borrowed the money to do
it. Oh, it is dreadful. I can hardly stand it
all. Poor brother went through it all. . . Bart,
the penitentiary is too good for you. It's a
long road that has no tum. It is too late now
for you to ask forgiveness for the past
wrongdoings. You will only have to wait
until the judgment_day.,,19(p.709) Another
letter from Aunt Kate Wiles (another of
D.D. 's sisters) to B.J. stated: "B.l., we are
quite sure you are the cause of your father's death. I hope punishment will be
meted out to you, as you have done to your
father. He died with his heart broken over
the way you hurt him. While here he complained of the injury which caused his
death. One thing sure, he took all the honors of Chiropractic with him and I think the
least you say against him, the better for
your neck. You had better fly on your roost
and stay there.,,19(p.711)
An affidavit from T.J. stated, "... 1 am a
brother of Dr. D.D. Palmer whose death
occurred October 20, 1913, at Los Angeles,
California, from a blow given him on the
streets of Davenport, Iowa, by an automobile directed by his son B.l. Palmer premeditatedly, intentionally and maliciously,
I am informed by persons who witnessed
the act. When it was believed that D. D.
Palmer had violated laws of Iowa by curing
people of various diseases ... he was prosecuted, convicted and sent to prison until the
fine and costs were paid ... yet this son, a
beneficiary, refused to furnish the money to
pay the fine, though the firm had money in
the bank which could have been used for
the purpose. From that time to his death,
B.J. Palmer persecuted his father that he,
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the son, might steal from him the honor of
discovering the principle of Chiropractic
and its development into a science... I
think it high time that some action should
be taken, to bring guilty young men to trial;
the thief and slayer should not be permitted
to profit by his crime and I ask, yes insist
that B.J. Palmer be placed on trial for the
crime committed, not accidentally but feloniously." 19(p.713)

went to the closet, failed to reach it and had
a very bad rectal hemorrhage." 19(p.664)
D.D. made his wife promise that BJ.
would not attend the funeral. 2(p.62) BJ. and
the P.S.C. showed respect to him by sending his widow messages of condolence.19
(p.707)

Last days of D.O. Palmer
D.D. Palmer and wife returned to Los
Angeles on the night following the incident
at the parade railing "at all three schools
and everybody connected therewith for
their mean, cruel and inhuman treatment of
me.,,19(p.707) Within two months D.D. was
dead of typhoid fever. He died at his home,
420 West Vernon Ave, in Los Angeles on
20 October 1913.
The testimony of Err L. Patterson,
D.C., and Mrs . Alfred Smith, neighbors of
D.D. and Molly, agreed that "about a week
before D.D. died, he was not sick or
showed any signs of other diseases. . . until
one night they had some salmon for supper,
after which both became poisoned. Dr. D.
D. Palmer adjusted Mrs. Palmer and she
got all right , but it seems she didn't have
any luck with him. Mrs. D. D. Palmer
called in several doctors, but they didn't
save him from dying. ,,19(P.727) Whether D.D.
died of typhoid fever or salmonella poisoning is a moot point; both are caused by salmonella bacilli.125
Louisa Ladd, D.C., who acted as nurse
to D .D., stated that "[had] he had the proper medical attention and had he followed
the instructions of his doctors he would
have been alive today. He disobeyed all
directions, paid no attention to what they
told him to do or not to do. Once in particular, they told him to stay in bed , and , in
spite of her protests he deliberately got up,

Figure 6. D.D. Palmer later in life [ca. 1910]

After D.D.'s death, his widow Molly
tried to sell a book, some little printed
sheets, and a D.D. Palmer diploma all for
only $25. 19(p.769)
Peace was later made between D.D.'s
widow and B.J. She spoke at the dedication
of the D.D. Palmer Memorial Building on
the Palmer School campus. "She later presented many of father's closest personal
things which we have in our museum show
case. ,,2(p.62)
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Discussion
Conclusion
D.D. Palmer lived 68 years in a time
when the usual life expectancy was about
50 years. His life was not the life of most
common men of the time; he was an adventurous, entrepreneurial, self-educated pioneer. Although successful in most of his
businesses projects, there was a point in his
life when he could not manage his
"discovery" of chiropractic which affected
his person and character. In 1901 his business declined and he went into debt. In
1902 he abandoned all he had: his clinic,
his school, his patients for reasons not well
understood. B.l. revived the failing businesses and made them flourish. From then
on, D.D. faced accusations over death of
two of his patients, he was prosecuted for
practicing his profession and even went to
jail, he opened several chiropractic schools,
he wrote several publications, he married
his fifth wife and, unfortunately, he couldn't stand the success of his son. How does a
father feel when his son eclipses him? B.l.
was already successful before his father
died; he became popular, the inheritor of
his father's "discovery" and now he was in
charge of the profession. D.D. could not
handle that and became obsessed about it.
With that attitude, D.D. managed to give a
bad reputation to his son, so that the next
generations of chiropractors would see him
as someone who took advantage of his position and so would marginalize him as
leader.
We cannot blame D.D. for that. Thanks
to his actions, chiropractic survived. His
autocratic way of doing things surely affected the course of the profession in ways
that were not advantageous. His many
stormy chiropractic ventures helped create
much of the divisiveness that plagues the
profession even today.

Knowledge of D.D. Palmer as a person
can give chiropractic historians and philosophers insight as to how the profession developed as it did. Such knowledge can help
us shape chiropractic for the better.
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